
ALL ABOUT 
ACID

A WELCOME PRESENTATION TO 
OUR PARTNERS



ACID is a member 
organisation dedicated 
to intellectual property 
as a positive force for 

growth, protection, and 
reform.



Anti Copying in 
Design

Intellectual 
Property is a 

critical asset, the 
DNA running 
through most 

creative 
businesses 

whether micro or 
macro



What is Intellectual Property?
Trademarks
Whether you’re protecting your brand name, company name, product name…this is a unitary right that 
lasts for life! 

Design Rights
There are three types:
Unregistered (lasting between 3-15 years), Registered (lasting 25 years) and Supplementary (lasting up 
to 3 years)

Copyright
Lasts for life plus 70 years from the date of creation, occurring automatically

Patents
Used for inventions or an inventory/novel step. Typically last for 20 years.

Trade Secrets
Your company know how! Lasts forever.



A smart phone is a great example of Intellectual Property!



25 YEARS ON - ACID has become the leading UK Design and IP voice on 
intellectual property issues which affect not only its members but the broader 
design community. 

CAMPAIGNING - We speak to Government, key influencers & policy makers to 
ensure that the best possible IP enforcement framework is in place to allow IP 
creators’ ideas to be monetised to achieve growth.

KEY MILESTONES - ACID has achieved much from 25 years of campaigning, 
from the 2014 IP Act – making the intentional infringement of a Registered 
Design a crime, to its involvement in many thousands of mediations and 
settlements. But there’s more on our list…



Brexit - Ensure post Brexit, UK designers will not be disadvantaged by losing the 
benefits of EU Unregistered Design

Enforcement - Extend criminal provisions for the intentional infringement of 
unregistered designs (in line with registered designs)

3D Printing – whilst there are enormous opportunities there are also IP 
challenges – as the majority of UK designers rely on UDR, currently not a criminal 
offence, this leaves the door open (potentially) for organised crime.

Cost, time and stress of taking legal action - Despite improvements to the 
IPEC and Small Claims Track, it is cost prohibitive for most micro and SME 
designers to pursue infringement. This needs to change!

Designs Consultation 2024 – ensure that all our partners are supportive and 
engaged with our campaign focus

ACID’s Campaign Focus



The Benefits of ACID Membership

Members of our partner 
organisations are entitled 
to 20% off their first year of 
membership, which comes
with great benefits…



















If you have any questions, 
please contact us!

Info@acid.uk.com
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