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2020 Key Information & Guidance

HMRC Brexit transition communications resources - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hmrc-brexit-transition-communications-resources
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Your Responsibilities

• Check you have / get an EORI number

• Prepare commercial invoices for goods being shipped

• Tariff Numbers

• Country of Origin

• Required Declarations

• Arrange customs declarations / documentation

(find suitable agent / forwarder / haulier)

• Own trucks (various haulier responsibilities…Safety & Security, Kent Access Permit etc.)

• Liaise with your customer (your forwarder or the agent for the event) for local requirements. 

Not just about export....need to consider import
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EORI Numbers
(Economic Operators Registration and Identification)

• Current EORI system introduced in 2009

• EORI needed for global imports & exports

• GB numbers linked to EU database until Brexit

• VAT registered businesses auto enrolled as part of 

preparations

• If you deal with Northern Ireland there is a different number 

required (starting XI)

• Small delay between issue and when it can be used

Get an EORI number - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/eori
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Commercial (Shipping) Invoices

• Key part of customs declaration / clearance process

• Shipper & Consignee Addresses (include EORI where applicable)

• Description of goods, quantity & value of items

• Tariff Headings, Country of Origin, Incoterms (shipping terms), Customs Status, Weight

• Declarations (cross check with shipping information from client / exhibition)
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Tariff Number / Heading (HS Codes)

• Used to classify goods so correct customs tariff / rules can 

be applied

• These “rules” can include duty and / or restrictions 

• Some items will have their “own” number / some will fall into 

a category “other”

• UK requirements are - 8 digits export / 10 digits import

• Numbers do vary between countries (first 4 digits usually 

standardised)

• “Trade Tariff / Commodity Checker” tool available 

• Tool includes extra “how to” classification guidance

• Telephone helpline also available

Trade Tariff: look up commodity codes, duty and VAT rates - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff
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Tariff Number / Heading (sample….”t-shirt”)
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Tariff Number / Heading (sample)
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Tariff Number / Heading (sample)
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Tariff Number / Heading (sample)
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Transit Documents

• Allows movement of goods across borders between defined 

locations

• System in place prior to Brexit for some movement types

• Customs duties are suspended

• Fiscal liability issues – check with your agent / forwarder
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ATA Carnets

• “Passport for goods” – allows temporary import / export of certain goods to / from around 70 

countries

• Removes a requirement to pay duties / taxes or security deposit on clearance

• Generally valid for 12 months

• Allows multiple trips for goods listed

• Still need to comply with licence requirements (military goods / CITES)

• For - Commercial samples, exhibition goods, professional equipment, tools

• Cannot be used for – Consumables, giveaways, anything that won’t return

Apply for an ATA Carnet - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

How to use your ATA Carnet - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Moving goods through the Port of Dover and Eurotunnel with an ATA Carnet - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-ata-carnet
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-use-your-ata-carnet
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-goods-through-the-port-of-dover-and-eurotunnel-with-an-ata-carnet
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Hauliers

• Clearly defined responsibilities including drivers

• Various “Information & Advice” Locations

• Documentation samples / Checklist

• Kent Traffic Management process

• New Inland Border Facilities Locations

• Safety & Security Exit Declarations

Transporting goods between Great Britain and the EU: guidance for hauliers and commercial drivers - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transporting-goods-between-great-britain-and-the-eu-guidance-for-hauliers-and-commercial-drivers
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Exhibitions / Events (Temporary movements)

• ATA Carnet may be preferred option due to the benefits of this system

• Goods moved on temporary basis are not “free circulation” so handling restrictions apply

(customs liability is deferred however an entity will be “fiscally” responsible)

• Temporary movements can incur delays as not the norm. Physical checks / Documents checks 

(Route 1 hold)

• UK temporary import / export guidance not fully updated (nothing specific to aid EU movements)

• Imports for UK events

• Specific procedures / liability on guarantee or similar / freight must be controlled

• Foreign country imports for international events

• Similar process however expect variations by show / agent / country

• Return shipments (exports)

• Will be controlled to manage regulations and liability
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Advice Summary

• Check the guidance. Start with the EORI

• Consider logistics early. Do not leave until last minute

• Engage with UK agent / forwarder

• Engage with International agent / forwarder (or get UK one to assist)

• Be wary of restricted products (alcohol, foodstuffs)

• Expect changes / impact on how you did things before (customs declarations / liability etc.) 



18

Further Information / Links

• Brexit checker (includes travel / working) - Brexit - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• Imports advice - Import goods into the UK: step by step - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• Exports advice - Export goods from the UK: step by step - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• Border Operating Model - The Border Operating Model - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• Incoterms - A Quick Guide to Incoterms 2020 | Agility Insights

https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/import-goods-into-uk
https://www.gov.uk/export-goods
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-operating-model
https://logisticsinsights.agility.com/smart-shipping/a-quick-guide-to-incoterms-2020/

